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A message from King Elementary School

King Elementary School
 

Dear King Families:

We hope everyone had a safe and restful long weekend. First, we would like to thank the King parent
community for their recent feedback regarding a seating procedural change made in the cafeteria during
lunches at the start of this school year. The addition of a peanut-free table for each classroom was meant
to provide students with a more inclusive experience during lunch times. We apologize that we did not
communicate the use of the additional table assignments prior to implementation. Additionally, based on
parent feedback, it appears that this change has been more confusing than helpful for our students, so we
are returning to the original plans from last year. We will maintain the single Peanut/Tree nut table for
students with allergies that has been in place at King School since last year.

 

Second, we would again like to express our apologies for the communication oversight regarding lunch in
the classrooms on Voting Day. The safety of our students is our first priority. We have already notified
Food Services to ensure that on days that our students must eat in their classrooms, peanut butter
sandwiches are not served. Also, moving forward when voting occurs at King, you will receive
communication from administration as a reminder not to pack any peanut or tree-nut food items that day
for your children. To err on the side of caution, we will also provide a designated nut-free table in each
classroom for students to enjoy their lunches. December 11th is our next voting day and we want to assure
you that all steps necessary will be taken to ensure the safety of our students.

 
For your planning, I also wanted to give you some upcoming dates as well as a link, through Sign-up
Genius, to volunteer for this Friday’s PTO Ice Cream Social https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20F0549ADAB29ABFD0-icecream

Ice Cream Social: Friday, September 14th, 6:00 p.m. (playground)
Yom Kippur: Wednesday, September 19th: No School
Gr. K-2 Curriculum Night: September 20th, 6:30-8:00 p.m. (Start in Cafeteria)
Gr. 3-4 Curriculum Night: September 27th, 6:30-8:00 p.m. (Start in Cafeteria)

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0549ADAB29ABFD0-icecream
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Please see below a message from our Library Media Specialist, Maggie Sullivan

Welcome back to school!  I hope you enjoyed a wonderful summer of adventure, fun and reading!  Our
school library is now located just to the right as you enter the front door of the school (the former main
office).

 

Library Media instruction for this year will include four areas focus:  1) Book Knowledge & Selection, 2)
Library Organization, 3) Computer Skills and 4) Research Skills.  A variety of lessons and activities will
be planned for each grade level.

Please look for a letter home which gives information about borrowing books from the library. Each child
has signed the letter to indicate acceptance of responsibility for taking care of these materials.

 

I look forward to seeing you at the upcoming Curriculum Nights. Please stop by and see the new library
media center!

 

Many thanks for your support of the school library and our growing collection of educational and
inspiring materials.  If you have any questions or concerns, or if you would like to volunteer in the library,
please contact me through email.

 

Maggie Sullivan

Library Media Specialist

msullivan48@framingham.k12.ma.us

 
 

Please see below a message from our STEAM Coach, PJ Feynman.

This week in STEAM…

September 22: Celebrate the Fall Equinox, Official Pumpkin Season!

 

One of the fun things about summer is that we have really long days. We can go on walks after dinner,
play outside, or plan activities for later in the day. In winter, on the other hand, it gets dark really early
and sometimes it feels like bedtime at 5:00 PM! Why are the days so long in the summer and so short in
the winter?  
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Here’s a video that explains how the amount of sunlight changes throughout the year. The video ends with
the question: How is day light different in the fall and the spring? See if you can figure it out using what
you learned from the video. Then, check your answer by watching this video that explains the Fall
Equinox.

 

SPOILER ALERT! This is the answer to the question!

Think about the days being longest in June, and shortest in December. This means the days in July are a
bit shorter than in June, and the days in August are a bit shorter than in July, and September’s days
continue to get even shorter, until they finally reach their shortest times in December. Somewhere
between the longest days (and shortest nights) in June, and the shortest days (and longest nights) in
December, there must be a date that has equal day and night*. That is the date of the Fall Equinox! This
year, the Fall Equinox is on September 22.

 

EQUINOX ACTIVITY to do at home:

Watch the days get shorter (or longer) by using this chart!

Directions:

1. Print out the chart.
2. Write the date at the top of the column
3. Look at the Sunrise and Sunset chart to find the times of sunrise and sunset for today.
4. Find the time for sunrise on the left, and draw a line across the column showing today’s sunrise

time. (The first one has been done as an example)
5. Find the time for sunset on the left, and draw a line across the column showing today’s sunrise

time.  (The first one has been done as an example.)
6. FUN WITH ART! Color in the day using any color or pattern you like!
7. FUN WITH MATH! How long was the day today? Do the math and write the number of hours and

minutes. (The first one has been done as an example.
8. You can tape many of these together to watch the days get shorter and shorter as we move toward

the shortest day in December.
9. Here’s an example of a finished product!

 

*Turns out it’s not EXACTLY equal. To find out why, watch this video!

 

 

Like and follow us at: https://www.facebook.com/kingelementaryfps 

Twitter: @KingSchoolFPS
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Em3TlqNOUsk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=enlih8M5DN0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fRolyU2Bcj1U1Rp7IlasHRL5MZSJCbxREAwNTK1Fzks/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fRolyU2Bcj1U1Rp7IlasHRL5MZSJCbxREAwNTK1Fzks/edit?usp=sharing
https://sunrisesunset.willyweather.com/ma/middlesex-county/framingham.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MVDCsXUygEw
https://www.facebook.com/kingelementaryfps

